Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 165955 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 R 

DRAFTED BY STR/GFEKETEKUTY:JAS 
APPROVED BY STR/RSTRAUSS 
EB/OT/TA:DIDUNFORD 
EUR:RVINE 

EUR/RPE:ACALBRECHT 

S/S-0:LRMACFARLANE 

080261 160020Z/20 

O 152344ZJUL77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 165955 

EXDIS FOR AMBASSADOR CHAMBERS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD 

SUBJECT: US/EC DISCUSSION ON TIMETABLE FOR MTN 

REFTEL: EC BRUSSELS 07761 

FOR: AMBASSADOR CHAMBERS FROM: AMBASSADOR STRAUSS 

1. OUR CONSULTATIONS WITH EC COMMISSION LEADERS THIS PAST 
MONDAY OFFER AN OPPORTUNITY TO UNBLOCK THE MTN. I KNOW 
THAT THE COMMISSION MUST SECURE THE SUPPORT OR AT LEAST 
ACQUIESCENCE OF THE MEMBER STATES IN ORDER TO MOVE AHEAD 
ON THE BASIS OF THE AMBITIOUS TIMETABLE AND SUBSTANTIVE 
UNDERSTANDINGS OUTLINED REFTEL. I ALSO KNOW IT AS 
PRIMARILY THE COMMISSION'S RESPONSIBILITY TO SELL THE PLAN 
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TO THE MEMBER STATES. 

2. I WOULD APPRECIATE IT IE YOU COULD PERSONALLY MAKE 
AN EFFORT TO EXPLAIN TO THE BELGIUM GOVERNMENT THE 
POLITICAL IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO THE AGREEMENTS WE REACHED 
ON JULY 1 1 AND THE SERIOUS CONCERN WE WOULD HAVE IF THE 
MEMBER STATES FAIL TO SUPPORT THE AGREEMENT. 
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3. NEW TIMETABLE PRESENTS BELGIANS WITH AN OPPORTUNITY 

TO DEMONSTRATE LEADERSHIP WHICH WILL YIELD VERY IMPORTANT 

FAR-REACHING RESULTS DURING THEIR COUNCIL PRESIDENCY. 

4. THIS ISSUE REQUIRES HIGH LEVEL POLITICAL ATTENTION 
FOR SUCCESSFUL FOLLOW-UP TO LONDON SUMMIT. VANCE 
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